
DEV-CH: DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING IN THE FIRST 
THREE YEARS OF LIFE 
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This slide deck will provide information about the Developmental Screening in the 
First Three Years of Life Measure. This measure evaluates if children receive the 
necessary developmental screenings by the time they turn one, two, or three.  
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Percentage of children screened for risk of developmental, behavioral, 
and social delays using a standardized screening tool in the 12 months 
preceding or on their first, second, or third birthday. 

Documentation in the medical record must include all of the following: 
• A note indicating the date on which the test was performed, and
• The standardized tool used and
• Evidence of a screening result or screening score

Measure Specifications 
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The DEV-CH measure is defined as the percentage of children screened for risk of 
developmental, behavioral, and social delays using a standardized screening tool in 
the 12 months preceding or on their first, second, or third birthday. The age range for 
this measure includes children who are turning one, two, and three in the 
measurement year (2024). The date of birth range for the included members in this 
measure is January 1 2021- December 31 2023. Since compliance for this measure is 
met by children receiving a standardized screening tool in the 12 months preceding 
their birthday, the eligible date of service for accepting tools that were administered 
includes the child’s birthday in 2023 through their birthday in 2024. 

The requirements of this measure include a note that indicates the date which the 
test was performed, the standardized screening tool which was used, and evidence of 
the screening result or score. Of note: an administered screening tool with no 
evidence that a physician scored it would not be compliant; a score or result would 
need to be included. 

There are no exclusions for this measure. 
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The tool used must meet the following criteria:

Eligible Screening Tools
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Developmental 
Domains

The following domains 
must be included in 
the standardized 
developmental 
screening tool: 
• motor (fine and

gross)
• language
• cognitive, and
• social-emotional

Reliability

Reliability scores of 
approximately 0.70 or 
above

Validity

Validity scores for the 
tool must be 
approximately 0.70 or 
above. Measures of 
validity must be 
conducted on a 
significant number of 
children and using an 
appropriate standardized 
developmental or social-
emotional assessment 
instrument(s)

Sensitivity/ 
Specificity

Sensitivity and 
specificity scores of 
approximately 0.70 or 
above

In order to be eligible for screening tool use, the tool must meet the following 
criteria: 

1. Developmental domains: The following domains must be included in the
standardized developmental screening tool: motor (fine and gross), language,
cognitive, and social-emotional

2. Established Reliability: Reliability scores of approximately 0.70 or above
3. Established Findings Regarding the Validity: Validity scores for the tool must be

approximately 0.70 or above. Measures of validity must be conducted on a
significant number of children and using an appropriate standardized
developmental or social-emotional assessment instrument(s)

4. Established Sensitivity/Specificity: Sensitivity and specificity scores of
approximately 0.70 or above
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• Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status (PEDS)
• Ages and Stages Questionnaire – 3rd edition (ASQ-3)
• Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status – Developmental Milestones (PEDS-DM)
• Survey of Well-Being in Young Children (SWYC)
• Batelle Developmental Inventory Screening Tool (BDI-ST)
• Bayley Infant Neuro-developmental Screen (BINS)
• Brigance Screens-II
• Child Developmental Inventory (CDI)
• Infant Developmental Inventory

Eligible Screening Tools Examples
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The slide above includes eligible screening tools which can be administered to meet 
compliance for the Developmental Screening in the First Three Years of Life measure. 
The tools listed above are not specific recommendations but are examples of tools 
cited in Bright Futures that meet the above criteria. This is not an inclusive list, and 
other screenings which meet the criteria outlined in the previous slide would be 
considered acceptable for use. 

4



• Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers (M-CHAT-r)
• ASQ:SE

Screening Tools that are not Accepted Include
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It is important to note that standardized tools specifically focused on one domain of 
development (e.g., child’s socio-emotional development [ASQ-SE] or autism [M-
CHAT]) are not included as acceptable screenings for DEV-CH as this measure is 
anchored to recommendations related to global developmental screening using tools 
that identify risk for developmental, behavioral, and social delays. 
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Compliance Examples
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Compliant examples for this measure can be seen in this slide. To note, an indication 
of the date the tool was given, and the result of the screening which is dictated in the 
note would meet compliance for the measure. The tool does not need to be present 
if the information and results are present in the office visit note as seen in the 
examples above. 
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Compliance Examples
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Exhibited above is an example of compliance met using the PEDS response and score 
form, when accompanied by a note from the visit in order to demonstrate that the 
provider scored the assessment tool. To note, page one of the PEDS screening tool ( 
the Peds Response Form), sent without page 2 or 3, or without a result or score 
present would not meet the criteria for compliance. As we can see, Path E is noted on 
the left example, and a score of 0 is noted on the right, both demonstrating examples 
of ways that this tool can be scored. 
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Non- Compliance Examples
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Noncompliance examples include the following: 

- A note that states that a developmental screening was given, with no indication that
the tool was resulted or scored by a physician
- A developmental screening tool which is incomplete and missing pages (i.e: Only the
first page of the peds tool with no indication of what the result or scoring was would
not meet compliance, it would be required to have evidence of pages 2-3, or a
scoring/result present in order for compliance to be met).
- An order for a developmental screening tool
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Developmental Screening 
CPT: 96110 
Note: Billing CPT code 96110 alone does not meet numerator 
compliance. Please include claims with a modifier that indicate a global 
developmental screening occurred. For example, Z13.42 can be used to 
indicate an “Encounter for screening for global developmental delays.” 

CPT Codes
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The CPT billing code for the Developmental Screening measure is 96110. It is 
important to note that using this billing code alone will not meet numerator 
compliance. In order for compliance to be met, claims should include a modifier that 
indicated a global developmental screening occurred, such as modifier Z13.42, which 
can be used to indicate “Encounter for screening for global developmental delays.” 
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Ensure that the screening tool given is an approved developmental 
screening tool.  
Ensure that the M-CHAT and ASQ-SE are not the only tools utilized to 
conduct developmental screenings, as these do not meet criteria for the 
DEV measure.  
Implement continual education and trainings to confirm providers know 
how to use the screening tools. 
Provide education to parents or guardians about the importance of 
developmental screenings. 
Ensure that the entirety of the screening tool completed is scanned into 
the medical record. 

Tips for Closing the Gap
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Tips for closing the gap include ensuring that the developmental screening tool given 
is one which meets the criteria for an accepted developmental screening tool, or is 
included in the list of acceptable screening tools. In addition, M-CHAT and ASQ-SE are 
not approved screening tools for meeting compliance, so these should not be used 
when completing assessments for the DEV-CH measure. Continual education to 
fellow providers and parents/ guardians can also be beneficial in communicating the 
importance of continual developmental screening tools given during the first three 
years of life. Last, in order to ensure compliance is accurately captured, kindly ensure 
that the entirety of the scored screening tool that was completed is scanned into the 
medical record.
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Mercy Care Website

Mercy Care and Mercy Care Advantage Provider Manuals

Mercy Care Gap Closure Reference Guide

The Bright Futures/American Academy of Pediatrics periodicity schedule

Provider Resources 
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The Mercy Care Website can be accessed for more information on working with 
Mercy Care, programs and services that are offered, resources, and contact 
information. The Mercy Care provider manuals can be utilized to access more 
information on provider responsibility, EPST, billing and claims, and acceptable 
screening tools for the developmental screening measure. The gap closure reference 
guide includes more information about measure specification, requirements, CPT 
codes accepted for the measure, and recommendations to help close the gap. The 
Bright Futures/ American Academy of Pediatrics periodicity schedule can be used for 
more information about the recommendations for developmental screening. 
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https://www.mercycareaz.org/
https://www.mercycareaz.org/providers/provider-manual.html
https://www.mercycareaz.org/content/dam/mercycare/pdf/gapclosureref_ua.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/periodicity_schedule.pdf


Follow us
@MercyCareAZ
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